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Join Us 
for a Night of 

Music and 
Fellowship 

 
Saturday, 

January 6, 2007 
at 5:00 p.m. 

 
The Praise Team 

will sing your 
favorite 

contemporary 
Christian 

songs and invite 
you to sing along 

with us. 
 

Join us 
afterwards 

for refreshments. 
 

We look forward 
to seeing you 

there! 

The Hillsong Experience 
 
Pauline and I were first introduced to Hillsong music through the enthusiastic 

praises of Liz Merriken and Arlene Boroska who were the first people at St. Paul to 
attend a Hillsong Conference. The conference was led by Darlene Zschech, the 
dynamic worship leader and singer-songwriter of Hillsong Church, Australia, a 
church of 20,000 young, enthusiastic worshippers. A sound, Bible-based church, 
Hillsong is a dynamic force in the 21st Century Church. 

 
Pauline and I have had a strong desire to visit Hillsong Church in Australia in 

order to get a first-hand experience of Hillsong worship, and were delighted when 
we heard that Hillsong was holding its first European conference this past 
September. Hosted by the Hillsong Church London, the conference was held in 
Excel Center London, and was attended by over 2,000 participants from all over 
Europe and North America. The conference was focused on evangelism and began 
and ended each day with rousing and inspiring praise and worship. 

 
The most rewarding experience we had, however, was to join in worship at 

Hillsong Church London which is attended by over 7,000 people each Sunday. The 
Sunday morning of the conference, Pauline and I waited in a long line of mostly 20- 
and 30-somethings to get a good seat at the huge Dominion Theater. A feeling of 
anticipation was generated as lights flashed and Bible verses and graphics danced 
on the three massive video screens. Finally, the band began with a rolling drone 
which exploded into a fantastic sound and light experience. Red flares danced 
across the congregation and singers and the band began with a mighty 
blast. “Savior, he can move the mountain, our God is mighty to save.” 
Three thousand strong voices shook the theater. Brian Houston, head 
pastor of Hillsong Australia, gave a personal, relational, and hard 
hitting message. To see so many of the ‘lost’ generation 
enthusiastically worshipping and giving personal witness to the power 
of Christ was absolutely amazing.  

 
It was obvious to us, by talking to several members of the 

congregation, that Hillsong London is a tremendous witness, drawing 
in thousands of people that had never attended church, or who feel 
that the churches they grew up in were no longer speaking to their 
generation. We hope, in a small way, to share something of this 
experience with the people at St. Paul on Saturday, January 6th at  
5:00 p.m. Be prepared to sing out, clap, stomp and shout praises to 
God as we sing many of the songs created by the musicians of 
Hillsong. 

Yours In Christ,  
Ron Messenger  

St. Paul is a Stephen Ministry Congregation, 
“Christ caring for people through people.” 
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Dec. 31 Deadline for NJ District Winter 
    Youth Gathering Sign-Up (grades 7—12) 
 Date: Jan. 26—28, Camp Lebanon 
 Cost: $99 (includes food & a t-shirt) 
 Deposit of $55 is due by Dec. 31 
 
 New Year’s Eve Lock-In (grades 7—12) 
 Place: St. Paul 
 Time: 9:00 p.m. — 10:00 a.m. 
 Bring: $3 for Pizza 
 
Jan. 7 Breakfast Club (grades 7—12) 
 Time: 11:15 a.m. — 12:45 p.m. 
 Place: TGI Fridays 
 
 SNL—Epiphany Party (grades 7—12) 
 Activity: Laser Tag 
 Place: Meet at church 
 Time: 5:00 — 8:30 p.m. 
 Cost: $15 
 Sign-up by January 2nd 
 
Jan. 14 SPYKE (grades 5—6) 
 Activity: Ice Skating at Bridgewater Arena 
 Place: Meet at church 
 Time: 12:00 — 3:30 p.m. 
 Bring: Skating cost $6, Skate  
    Rental $3; money for lunch 
 
 Deadline for VA Beach Congress (Sr. High) 
 Event Dates: March 7—9 
 Featuring: Daniel’s Window, Rahfah,  
   Captive Free and  
   Speaker — Dave Gunnlaugssen 
 Cost: $140 ($30 deposit due Jan. 14) 
 
Jan. 19— 
     21 Tuscarora Work Retreat Part 2 (Sr. High) 
 Time: Friday 9:00 p.m. — Sunday 3:30 p.m. 
 Bring: See Dave . . . 
 SIGN-UP BY JANUARY 14TH 
 
January 26—28 

 
Roller Skating 
Saturday, January 13, 2007, 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. in French-
town. The cost is $3 per per-
son, plus skate rentals of 
$1.50 ($3.00 for roller 
blades). Use this as an out-

reach opportunity and bring a friend, or even a 
whole family! Sign up at the Welcome Desk so 
we can know what size crowd to expect. 
Questions?  
Call Karen Brooks (908) 581-6211. 
 
Restaurant Rovers 
Join us for food and fellowship at 5:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 20 at Kirsten’s Italian Grill 
(Hunterdon Hills Plaza, 1386 Route 22 West, 
Lebanon) followed by dessert at the home of 
Karen and Bob Brooks. We promise that the 
chocolate fountain will be working properly this 
time! Sign up at the Welcome Desk – fixed 
price approximately $30, however, if we have 
fewer than 15 people we will be ordering  
individually off the menu. Questions?  
Call Karen Brooks (908) 581-6211. 
 
Progressive Dinner 
It’s time again for this fabulous evening of 
wonderful food and great fellowship! February 
24, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. Appetizers at church, 
followed by dinner at host homes, then dessert 
at church or a host home (volunteer needed – 
must live near church and be able to accom-
modate approximately 60 people). Guests 
bring $5 per person (to help subsidize the  
dinner hosts’ grocery bills), and choose to 
bring a bottle of wine for dinner, or an  
appetizer, or a dessert (1 per couple). Sign up 
at the Welcome Desk by February 18th.  
Questions? Karen Brooks (908) 581-6211. 

 
Just for Kids Puzzle Answers 

 
Dog, House, Clothes, Rainbow, Lamp, Fork, 

Jet, Dove, Kite, Yo-Yo 
 

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship 
the Lord with gladness; come before him with 
joyful songs …. Enter his gates with thanksgiv-
ing and his courts with praise; give thanks to 

him and praise his name!” 
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     Happy New Year! It seems strange 
that in the coldest, darkest part of winter 
is when we begin another year, yet there 
is precedent for this. Genesis 1:5b tells 
us, “and there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.” To this day, the 
Jewish Sabbath begins at sundown – it all 

begins in darkness and ends with light. Even our 
“new day” begins at 12:00 midnight. Yet even in the 
darkness we celebrate a new day, a new year, a new 
creation. 
 

St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come.” (II Cor. 5:17) As we begin 
this new year, it is good for us to remember this verse 
– I’m not what I was last year; God has made me 
new, different, better. By the Father’s almighty 
power and on account of Christ’s sacrifice, we are no 
longer bound to our past missteps. That old person is 
gone (drowned in baptism) and someone new has 
emerged. 

 
This is far different from what the world tells us. 

The best the world can offer is that we can be a 
“recovering ….” but never fully recovered, never 
able to let the past die and rise anew. This year, I’m 
making another attempt to leave cigarettes in the 

past. How should I refer to myself? An ex-smoker? A 
recovering nicotine addict? How about a new crea-
tion of God, free from the slavery of the things of my 
past? I think the last way of looking at things is far, 
far better than anything a 12-step “Nicotine Anony-
mous” book could give me. In Christ, we have been 
made new – brought out of the darkness and into His 
holy light. God does this every day, as we remember 
our baptisms by prayer and study of God’s Word. 

 
As a congregation we also enter into a new phase 

of our ministry together. God willing, 2007 will see a 
new Senior Pastor accept the call to St. Paul. We will 
be conducting an every-member visit sometime the 
early part of the year. At the January voters meeting 
we’ll decide if we’d like to start using the new hym-
nal put out by our Synod. There is much that will be 
“new” in this new year at St. Paul and I encourage 
you to lend your time and talents to supporting the 
revitalization of our common ministry in whatever 
way you feel called to serve. 

 
A new year has dawned upon God’s new crea-

tions. We can bring this new life to a world that is 
stuck in the endless cycle of greed, sin, dysfunction, 
and death. As we begin this new year together we 
rejoice that we too are remade by God’s power. A 
happy new year to a new you.  

Holding Court 
 

 with Pastor Brian 

Pastor Brian 

Medical Supplies Shipped to "Yo Te Amo" Mission in Ecuador 
 
When Elizabeth and Richard Engkjer of their Mission "Yo Te Amo" visited  
St. Paul church last February, they asked if we could help them obtain supplies 
for their medical mission in El Floron, Ecuador. The Missions Committee is 
pleased to report that almost a ton of supplies have been shipped to them this  
year. The variety of supplies is wide: nutritional supplements, canes, crutches, 
bandages, and incontinence supplies to name just a few items. Early in the year, many items were donated by 
our members. As time went on, most of the items have been donated by the Hunterdon Hospice. Bobbie 
Clayton generously volunteered the use of her basement and time to collect, store, and pack the items. Brooke 
Lerch has obtained and prepared the boxes and labeling. The Youth Group has muscled the full boxes out of 
Bobbie's basement onto trucks that Target stores made available for delivery to the Engkjer's in Colorado. At 
that point, Richard Engkjer makes the arrangements for shipment to Ecuador. If you would like to help in 
this project, please contact Brooke Lerch (908) 782-3324 or Bobbie Clayton (908) 236-6823. You can find 
out more about the "Yo Te Amo" mission on the website: http://www.fyta.org/. 
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How does the shortage of light affect our life? We 
need light to sustain our faith but also to meet 
physical needs. Throughout the winter, science has 
linked depression with the lack of light. Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD) is recognized as a form of 
depression affecting 10 million Americans. Twenty- 
five million suffer a milder form of depression. The 
treatment for this winter disorder is Light. Even 
though scientists have been able to create an artificial 
source of light to help with our physical well being, 
they have not been able to replace the light that 
shines from God. 
 
The origin of light is documented back to the Old 
Testament Genesis 1:1-3. : “In the beginning God 
created heavens and the earth. … And God said, ‘Let 
there be light’ and there was light.  God saw that the 
light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness.” The creation of light was one of God’s 
first acts. Light is considered the foundation and 
central component of human life. References are 
made throughout the Bible, in the Lutheran hymnal 
and morning and evening prayers. Many cultures 
have felt the need to bring light into their lives during 
the winter months when the days are short. 
 
Christians celebrate Christmas by hanging lights and 
lighting candles in the advent wreath to mark the 
birth of Jesus. The Wise Men followed the light from 
the star of Bethlehem leading them to our newborn 
Savior. Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday, known as the 
Festival of Lights. Celebrants light candles in a 
menorah each night for eight nights to celebrate the 
eternal flame. Kwanzaa is an African American 
holiday including light. A candle is lighted nightly in 
a kinara. Throughout the world light is celebrated in 
holidays filled with candles, oil filled lamps, and 
lanterns. 
 
Without light, there is no vision, no color, no food to 
eat, no God as a source of spiritual illumination and 
strength. God is our inner light. May his presence be 
a guiding force within our lives. Jesus said, “…let 
your light shine before men.” 
 

Carolyn Swithers RN, BSN 

Bring On The Light 

 
Council 

Corner 
 
• Our youth have received confirmation of their 

reservations to attend the National Youth  
Gathering in Orlando. 

• Thanks to Marty DeVaney, who is the outgoing 
Deacon; Dave Hafner, the outgoing Elder; Larry 
Cartwright, the outgoing Trustee. Thank you for 
your three years of service to the church. 

• Fellowship is planning a Roller Skating Party for 
Saturday, January 13 at Frenchtown roller rink 
for 6:30 p.m. Sign up at the Welcome Desk. The 
cost is $3.00 payable at the door. 

• Look for information about the Progressive  
Dinner being planned for Saturday, February 24. 

• The call committee is waiting for more names 
from Pastor Klettke. They have spoken with  
several possible candidates. 

• Outreach is planning an Invite A Friend Sunday 
for April 29. Look for more details to come. 

• Susan Bauer has asked to be able to donate a 
bench for the narthex in memory of her husband, 
Mark Rasweiler who was a victim of 9/11. 

• Watch for information about the new Hymnal. 
• We are planning to conduct an every member 

visitation some time in February/March to pre-
sent a message about the ministries at St. Paul. 

• The Council is planning a Council retreat for 
Saturday, January 20th, to consider choosing 
some action items to move our visioning process 
forward. 

• Please plan to attend the Voters Meeting on 
Monday, January 29, at 7:00 p.m. 

THANK YOU TO THE 
DECEMBER UPDATERS 

 

Proofreader: Sandy Polk 
Copier: Thelma Schoenagel 

Collators: Hilda Zachar, Ellen Erck, Marie Kubicek, 
Marge Waisempacher, Jinnie Decker, Thelma Schoenagel 

 

Editor: Ruth Harris 
Phone: (908) 782-7882 
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Family  Faith  Walks 
     Happy New Year! By the time you read this, I hope you’ll have all the toys assem-
bled, found enough batteries, and finished off the leftover turkey (or whatever your 
Christmas feast was comprised of). In the month of January we enter the season of 
Epiphany – the time of Jesus being revealed as the Christ, the Son of God. 

     Epiphany is that season when the wise men finally arrived at Bethlehem (about a 3-4 
month trip from Damascus) and found the newborn Jesus. Do you remember how they 
found Him? Matthew’s Gospel records for us, “Where is the one who has been born 

King of the Jews? We have seen His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” From the Word of the prophets 
(esp. Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah) and God’s sign in the heavens, the bright leading star, they were able to find baby 
Jesus and worship Him. 

Winter is the best time of the year for stargazing. The nights, while cold, are crisper with less obscuring humidity 
in the air. Even in Hunterdon County, many of the stars and constellations are clearly visible in these winter months. 
Some night take a short walk and look for the brightest star in the sky. When you find it, retell the story of the Wise 
Men (Magi) in your own words. What must it have been like to follow a bright star across “field and fountain, moor 
and mountain” as the Christmas carol tells us? What do you think they talked about as they journeyed? What prepara-
tions and packing would have been necessary to undertake such a journey? 

When the Wise Men finally found Jesus, they worshipped Him and presented their gifts of gold (king), frankin-
cense (priest), and myrrh (sacrifice). How do their gifts reveal to us the purpose of Jesus’ birth and life? What do we 
give to Jesus? Do our gifts show that we understand Him to be our Prophet, Priest, and King? Besides presenting the 
gifts, the Magi also worshipped. This may be a good opportunity to talk about “what is worship?” or the various ways 
God allows us to worship Him. What is the “best” part of worship for you? For your children? 

Here’s a neat Epiphany activity. Hide a doll or small stuffed animal. Leave little clues throughout the house tell-
ing where to look for it. Perhaps have one family member be the “star” who leads the rest of the family to the hidden 
toy. When it’s found, join hands and sing a verse or two of “We Three Kings of Orient Are.” 

If you haven’t had enough baking over the holidays, Epiphany would be a great time to bake some star-shaped 
sugar cookies or a “king’s cake” (see Dave Kisser for that). Take some of these treats on a journey to an elderly 
neighbor or shut-in or someone you know who could use a little boost to their spirits. In this way (through us helping 
each other) we also reveal Jesus and His love to one another. As our love for others shines through in our lives, it’s 
like a bright star leading others to the source of all love – Jesus. 
 
     A blessed Epiphany to you all, 
       – Pastor Brian 

We wish to thank Pete Merriken for doing a great job coordinating and running the Advent Jubilee 
Ham Dinner once again. His helpers were very efficient under his command, serving 
approximately 120 people. We were able to relax and enjoy the dinner. Thanks again for taking 
on this event and breezing through it. 
 
We enjoyed a pleasant Christmas dinner with Christian fellowship at Jake's Restaurant, 
December 5th. There were 19 women in attendance and a good time was had by all. 
 
The Kozicki family has donated the Christmas tree this year in the Narthex. If you placed a card 
on a branch, your donation towards our mission is greatly appreciated and you’ve saved yourself 
money spent on stamps and cards. We are giving to a family this year that is having difficulties. 
Thank you to all that supported the mission. 
 

God's Blessings in the New Year,  
Jinnie Decker and Arlene Suydam  
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Continuing Prayers 
of Concern 

 
Tom Baase, NY (husband of Amy [Koscinski]) 
Beth Connolly (friend of Barbara Swetits) 
Robert Dimich (cousin of Sue Hindermann) 
Sue Gervasio (friend of Judy Mueller) 
Marguerite Goodrich (mother of  
   Marianne Johanson) 
Genie Grimm (niece of Walter & Ellen Erck) 
Lynn Heeren (daughter of Joe Pitula) 
Carol Keating (friend of Carolyn Kohmuench) 
Brian Kilpatrick (friend of the Selquists) 
Joseph Kohanski (friend of Joyce McGreevy &  
   Lee Smith) 
Christine Kopp 
Carol Matthews 
Sharon Mirande 
Buddy Petri (friend of the Geltzs) 
Betty Riley 
Warren Scherb (uncle of Carol Kostelansky) 
Beverly Scromola (niece of Nick & Kass 
Hoyda) 
Kathy & Erin Stromek (friends of the Muellers) 
Barbara Swetits 
Millie VanVreede 
Caroline Werther (granddaughter of Farbers) 
Barbara Woods (daughter of Charles & Thelma  
   Schoenagel) 

Family Members in Military 
 

John M. Bussard 
William Kohmuench 

Luke Matthews 
Nick VanIshem 

Jason Wargo 

Births 
 
11/24 Ava Marlene Komorowski, born to  
      David and Susan (granddaughter of 
      Ed and Janice Mahn); 8 lbs.; 21 inches. 
 
12/4  Chase Anderson, born to Eric and Felicia; 
      8 lbs. 6 oz.; 21 inches. 

Residents of Congregate Living 
 

Independence Manor 
Anna Burry 
Doris Claus 

Laila Stellmah 
 

Hunterdon Care Center 
Dorothy Bauer (mother of Rick Kuhl & Melissa Yerkes) 

Mary Szilasi (mother of Loretta Schroedel) 
 

 
 

John Mitzkewich, Valley View Health Care Center 
Millie VanVreede, Moravian Village, PA 

Homebound or Shut-In 
 

Amy Deemer 
Carol Fisher 

Florence Hoth 
Charlie Hoyda 
Henry Phieler 

Marge Plennert 


